
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Lydia’s Closet 

Background: 

Lydia's Closet is a non-profit professional clothing closet operating under the 
organizational umbrella of the Christian Women's Job Corps of Greater 

Columbus (CWJCGC). After two years of planning, television & radio on-air 

personality, Francine Foster saw her vision manifest when Lydia's Closet 
opened in August 2006. Although Columbus has other clothing banks, Lydia's 

Closet specializes in offering its clients clothing suitable for the work 

environment. Initially, our sole purpose was to provide interview suits for 
CWJCGC participants upon graduation. However, due to the overwhelmingly 

generous response of women in the Tri-City area, our donations quickly 

outweighed the need of the participants and we decided to open the closet to 

any woman in need of suitable clothing to wear during her job search.   

The operating hours are currently by appointment only. However, we plan to 
expand operations and establish regular hours of operation. The increased 

population of the Columbus area due to the recent surge in residential 

relocations from the Gulf Coast after Hurricane Katrina to Ft. Benning’s BRAC 
expansions makes the closet a necessity for our community. Due to the high 

demand, it is critical that we adhere to the basic guidelines for donations, 

which help us provide quality, up to date clothing that is ready-to-wear right 

off the rack.  

HISTORICAL REFERENCE  

Lydia's closet was named for Lydia of Thyatira in the Bible (Acts 16:11). 
Lydia of Thyatira was a successful business owner, a seller of purple. She 

was Greek by birth, but a Jew in religion. Her hometown was one of the 

important headquarters of the famous dye works, which held a secret 
formula for making the exquisite purple and scarlet dyes used for the robes 

of kings and princes. Lydia had made such a success of her new venture that 

she was an identified leader in the city. In addition to her role in the business 
community, she took her desire to follow the Christian faith very seriously. 

She eventually became a leader of a prayer group, the only religious meeting 

for women recorded in the New Testament. She opened her doors to 

strangers and continued to share her faith with the people who came to 
purchase her cloth. Lydia’s servant leadership and earnest guidance are 

qualities Lydia's Closet hopes to convey to everyone that comes through the 

doors for assistance.  

The new location in the Mission Columbus Outreach Center (3579 Steam Mill 
Road Columbus, GA) is the perfect facility for this ministry. Situated at the 

corner of Buena Vista Road and Steam Mill Road, it is easily accessible to all 

potential clients. Appointments are available by calling the CWJCGC business 

office at (706) 507-0253. 


